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for their commitment to confronting
and eradicating it.

Both women spoke
with passion in an articulate,
knowledgeable manner that I found
informative, touching and inspiring.

"We work with women who
experience domestic abuse and
domestic violence," Rebecca said.
"And domestic abuse may be
physical, psychological, verbal,
sexual, or financial. It may involve
stalking. Seventy-six percent of
intimate partner murder victims had
been stalked by their partner, and 26
percent of stalking victims lost time
from work.

"When we receive a call, we
meet with the woman and help her
decide what she wants to do next.
She may need a Civil Protection
Order, so that she can protect herself
and her children-and get temporary
possession of the residence. We
help a woman determine which of
the courthouses will deal with her
specific needs and we will take
her-from Municipal Court to
Family Court."

Yet an abused woman may
find herself in a situation where it
is extremely difficult to reach the
agencies that might help. Sometimes
well meaning family members may
provide additional roadblocks as she
seeks assistance. Thus the cycle of
domestic abuse continues.

"An abused woman may not
be able to have a car," Rachel said.
"She may sometimes be given an
allowance. When this happens,
family members are not able to see
the severity of the problem. They
may say, 'Just stick it out, it's not
that bad. He really does love you. '

"But it is that bad if a woman
isn't allowed to have a job or if
she's told, 'I will put you out on
the street.' It's about power and
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control. Often it takes seven efforts
for a woman to get the help she
needs. One of the major myths
concerning domestic violence is that
it's primarily a problem for people
ofthe lower socioeconomic status. It
isn't. "

The courts have come to
acknowledge the seriousness of
domestic abuse. Rachel and Rebecca
find this encouraging. "If a person
receives a first degree misdemeanor
conviction on a domestic abuse
charge, the next charge is a felony,"
Rachel said.

Thus Independent Advocates
helps women who are victims of
domestic abuse navigate through
the court system, infonning them
of their legal rights and providing
assistance in obtaining protection
orders, with notification of court
dates and accompaniment to
hearings. Referrals are made to local
agencies that provide long-telm care
management for the specific needs
of individual women, and emotional
support is provided.

"I was born into a family that
helps people who need help," Rachel
said.

Prior to her involvement with
independent Advocates, Rachel
worked with HIV and AIDS
patients at David's House and the
AIDS Resource Center in Toledo,
and she has worked at the Center
for Choice Abortion Clinic. She
graduated from the University of
Toledo with a degree in Sociology
and management of a Non-Profit
Organization.

Rebecca Facey, a Toledo native,
graduated with a degree in Women's
Studies from DuPaul University in
Chicago. She has been working with
survivors of domestic violence and
sexual abuse for three years and has
been involved in the anti-violence
movement for ten years.

"I had an awareness at an early

age of abuse in relationships as a
community problem and not just
something that a woman should have
to deal with alone," Rebecca noted.
"And in high school, I saw girls
being abused by their boyfriends­
really.bright girls who believed that
their whole lives revolved around
the person who treated them poorly."

Concerning commitment to
their work, Rebecca commented,
"We live and breathe it, but we
don't become depressed. We've
moved in together and have a very
strong support system of family and
friends."

However, Rachel Richardson
enjoys a second career as a jazz
singer-or as she puts it "a torch
singer." She claims "Good morning
Heartache"-made famous by
Ella Fitzgerald-as her "signature
song." And she particularly enjoys
the acoustic folk rock music ofAni
Dafranco.

Independent Advocates has 501
(c)(3) IRS tax exempt status and it
seeks sponsors in the community.
Women who are in need ofthe
services provided by the agency are
invited to contact Rachel or Rebecca
at (567)-202-1741 or email: indepen
dentadvocate@gmail.com

Those wishing to provide
financial assistance to Independent
Advocates are invited to contact
the two co-directors as well. "We
are seeking grants and private and
corporate sponsors," Rachel noted.

"Above all, we insist that
everyone deserves a life free
from abuse. We're here to support
the women in the decisions they
make concerning their lives and
homes," Rebecca concluded. Rachel
Richardson and Rebecca Facey
are making a significant difference
in the community as they provide
advocacy and support for women
who are victims of domestic
violence and abuse. iT

December.2008


